Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the
Special Tribunal for Lebanon

New York, 17 August 2007 -

The Secretary-General was pleased to receive on 15 August 2007 a letter from Prime
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende informing him that the Government of the Netherlands
is favourably disposed to hosting the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, which was created
to prosecute those responsible for the attack that killed former Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafig Hariri and others. Pursuant to Security Council resolution 1757 (2007),
the Secretary-General is taking the steps and measures necessary to establish the
Special Tribunal for Lebanon in a timely manner.

In his letter to the Government of the Netherlands last month, the Secretary-General
emphasized that the experience and knowledge gained by the Netherlands in hosting
several international courts and tribunals was invaluable. He cited the unique and
essential role of the Netherlands in the development of international justice and the
rule of law.

The Secretary-General will dispatch a delegation to the Netherlands in the coming
weeks to discuss practical arrangements required for the establishment and operation
of the Special Tribunal.



